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5 - Flute 1
5 - Flute 2
1-0Oboe 1
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2 — Bb Contrabass Clarinet
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Instrumentation
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3 - Trumpet 3
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For a Better Tomorrow

For a Better Tomorrow was composed in memory of my mother, Estela Haydee Gonzalez, who passed away from a
heart attack on the night of February 23rd, 2014. The work received its premier performance at the CSU, Fresno
Concert Hall on May 5%, 2016 by the Fresno State University Wind Orchestra, conducted by Dr. Gary P. Gilroy. The
piece tells a story of my mother during her life, and after her passing, as I perceived it.

The work, as a whole, above all else, is a symbol of hope. The title, For a Better Tomorrow, was inspired by a phrase
[ repeatedly told myself since the day my mother passed on: “Tomorrow will be a better day.” In other words, |
was constantly hoping “for a better tomorrow”, in the sense that the day would come that I'd eventually be able to
adapt to living a life without my mother around.

The opening unfolds with a solo Flute and sparse sounds of bells and chimes (from a bell tree and mark tree),
representing the sparkling of stars, as the name Estela in Spanish means ‘Star’. These celestial sounds appear twice
through the piece, representing her life on Earth and then in the Heavens. The piece was written with two main
themes, the first symbolizing my mother and her love and warmth that radiated from her. The second main theme
represents her legacy which she left after she passed on. Though the work has an overall major tonality, the
interlude is sullen and thoroughly highlights the period of sadness and sorrow which my family, and more
specifically, I went through. I chose the solo English Horn to be the deliverer of this pivotal point in the piece
because I feel the instrument has a melancholy tone to it. It is a brief segment of the piece because, with
the help of loved ones, we (my family and I) were able to overcome this period of grief in a rather brief
amount of time.

The climax of the work calls briefly for the use of two sets of chimes to be used on opposite sides of the concert
hall to emulate the church bells that rang at the close of my mother’s funeral mass. The music begins to wind down
after the climax’s peak, followed by a soft Euphonium, playing a phrase of the first main theme to close the work.
The musical quote is a symbol that my mother is still alive — she is still with us - she lives in the hearts of those
who stood beside her, and those who she touched...”

Luis-Angel Gonzalez
Apr. 11,2016

Luis-Angel Gonzalez
Born October 11, 1997

Luis-Angel Gonzalez is from Clovis, California where he graduated from Clovis East
High School with the Class of 2015. He began his composition career during Freshman
year of high school when he first acquired a music writing software. After numerous
transcriptions of piano works, Luis began to experiment and compose his first
originals. For A Better Tomorrow, his first complete original composition began as a
school project during his Junior year, and was performed the following year by the
Clovis East High School Wind Ensemble. He submitted the piece to Dr. Gary P. Gilroy -
Composer and Director of Bands at CSU, Fresno - for feedback to improve his
composing skills for the pieces he would come to write later. Nearly a year later, Dr.
Gilroy contacted Luis, commending him for his work on the composition and
requested Luis to collaborate and make improvements on For A Better Tomorrow,
which would eventually be performed by the CSU, Fresno Wind Orchestra in early May
of the year 2016. Today, Luis is composing for small ensembles and occasionally
composes for concert bands and other large ensembles. He is a full-time student
attending Fresno City College, where he is studying under Mr. Lawrence Honda. He is
working to acquire his Associate’s degree in Instrumental Music, in hopes to soon transfer to CSU, Fresno where
he will continue to pursue a Bachelor’s degree in Music Education.




L. A. Gonzalez

For a Better Tomorrow
In dedication to my mother; Estela Haydee Gonzdlez who passed away February 23rd, 2014. Rest in peace.
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