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Instrumentation

1 - Complete Score

5-Flute 1
5 - Flute 2
2 - Oboe

2 - Bassoon

5 - Clarinet 1

5 - Clarinet 2

2 - Bass Clarinet

2 - Alto Saxophone 1

2 - Alto Saxophone 2

2 - Tenor Saxophone

2 - Baritone Saxophone
3 - Trumpet 1

3 - Trumpet 2
3 - Trumpet 3
4 -HorninF

3 - Trombone 1

3 - Trombone 2

2 - Euphonium B.C.

2 - Euphonium T.C.
4 - Tuba

1 - Timpani

2 - Mallet Percussion
2 - Percussion 1

2 - Percussion 2

2 - Percussion 3



Going for Gold

Going For Gold is a musical celebration of California’s natural beauty, cultural heritage and pioneering

spirit.

The work’s driving rhythms, expansive themes and sparkling orchestration evoke images of the
Golden State: a land where gold is both in the air (magical sunsets over the Pacific Ocean) and in the
ground (its Gold Rush legacy). California is also famous for gold over the water (the Golden Gate Bridge),
over the airwaves (gold records from its music industry) and even Olympic gold (home of many athletic
champions and host of more than one Olympiad).

Along the way, Going For Gold also recounts events which influenced California’s history: the
arrival of the transcontinental railroad, the ascent of Hollywood and the advent of the semiconductor.

And, from Wild West showdowns to miners’ hoedowns, the work also honors the people who
shaped California’s destiny. Particularly notable are its unsung heroes: the tribes who first settled its
lands, the founders of the missions and the immigrants who laid the tracks.

Each musical passage has a distinctive color and character, yet there are intrinsic similarities
among the themes and textures. Their ever-evolving recurrences and combinations are woven
throughout the work like a golden thread which ties the eclectic episodes into a cohesive whole.

Going For Gold was commissioned by the California Band Directors Association on the occasion of
its golden anniversary. It subsequently received first prize in the National Federation of Music Clubs’
Music In The Armed Forces composition competition.

John Bliss
Born January 29, 1967

John Bliss is an award-winning composer and arranger. His work
has been internationally performed and recorded.

He received a Bachelor of Music degree from San José State
University in 1989. While there he studied composition with
Brent Heisinger and Dan Wyman, electronic music with Allen
Strange, and arranging with Randy Masters. He received his
Master Of Arts degree in 1996 from California State University,
Fresno, where he studied conducting with Lawrence Sutherland
and composition with Jack Fortner. His teaching experience
includes CSU Fresno, Johns Hopkins University, San José
Symphony Youth Orchestra and South Bay School of Music Arts.

Mr. Bliss has written for a wide range of artists including popular
artists Rita Coolidge, Patti Page and Juice Newton; country
stylists Glen Campbell, Bryan White, Wynonna Judd, Restless
Heart and Lonestar; jazz icons Keiko Matsui, Kirk Whalum and
Spyro Gyra; and R & B legends Chaka Khan and Kool & The Gang,.
He has also written for the String Trio of New York, Empire
Brass, Three Mo Tenors, the Duke Ellington School of the Arts,
the Children’s Chorus of San Juan, the California Band Directors
Association and the Claude Gordon International Brass
Workshop.

Honors include the Carmen Dragon Award for composition and the Wozniak Achievement Award for
electronic music innovation. He has also received the National Catholic Bandmasters Association Award
and the Louis Armstrong Jazz Award. He was the winner of Phi Kappa Phi’s Centennial Composition
Contest and, most recently, the National Federation of Music Clubs’ Music in the Armed Forces
composition competition.

A native Californian, Mr. Bliss is presently a staff arranger for the United States Air Force Band in
Washington, DC.
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Lightly, with driving intensity
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